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On behalf of the board of directors, our incredible teaching artists, and the entire WhyArts team, I
want to extend our deepest gratitude for the unwavering support you’ve shown us. Your generous
contributions—whether financial, in-kind, or through your time and talents—continue to be the
foundation of our success and our ability to make a difference in the community.

At WhyArts, community outreach is central to our mission of ensuring that the arts are accessible to
everyone. We believe the arts have the power to build connection, strengthen communities, and
provide meaningful opportunities for self-expression—especially for those who are too often
underserved or overlooked.

In 2024-2025, WhyArts partnered with more than 50 organizations across Omaha and the surrounding
region, including schools, disability service providers, senior living communities, and fellow
nonprofits. Programs included visual arts, theatre, music, and movement, all designed to foster
creativity, confidence, and social connection in inclusive and supportive environments.

Our teaching artists are trained in adaptive techniques and trauma-informed practices, allowing them
to meet participants where they are and create welcoming spaces where individuals of all abilities can
explore the arts. These partnerships allow WhyArts to bring programming directly into community
settings, ensuring that accessibility is not a barrier to participation.

In addition to ongoing workshops, WhyArts engages the broader public through free and low-cost
community initiatives. Public art projects such as the Community Visions II mural, arts showcases,
and intergenerational programs like Saturday Arts Academy invite families and community members
to experience the arts together. Our Kids on the Block puppet performances continue to reach
diverse audiences with engaging messages about disability awareness and inclusion, often followed
by facilitated discussions that deepen understanding and empathy.

Community outreach at WhyArts is about more than delivering programs. It is about building
relationships, amplifying community voices, and creating spaces where everyone belongs. By
centering equity, accessibility, and collaboration in all we do, WhyArts ensures that the arts remain a
vital and unifying force in the communities we serve.

With gratitude, 

Mary Kingslan Gibilisco
Executive director
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FY2025 Annual Financial Report
For the period July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025

This report summarizes FY2025 results using internal WhyArts financial statements. 
Figures are management-use numbers and should be treated as unaudited.

Executive summary
WhyArts closed FY2025 with $627,048 in total revenue and $621,504 in total expenses, resulting in a
modest surplus of $5,544. Revenue finished $66,688 above budget (11.9%) and $33,918 above prior
year (5.7%). Expense growth remained comparatively controlled at 3.0% over prior year, allowing the
organization to improve from a prior-year deficit of $10,529 to a positive year-end result.

Key takeaways
Contributed income supplied 77.8% of total revenue, while earned income supplied 22.2%.
Spending was concentrated in mission delivery: program expenses and payroll together
represented 94.5% of total expenses.
Year-end liquidity was solid, with $159,967 in cash and only $1,790 in liabilities on the June 30
balance sheet.

Revenue profile
WhyArts relied primarily on philanthropic support in FY2025, with unrestricted contributions of
$365,445 helping offset a shortfall in restricted revenue versus budget. Earned income of $139,265
was driven primarily by workshop fees ($128,852), with smaller contributions from art materials,
interest income, and administration fees.

Expense profile
Program expenses totaled $292,143 and payroll totaled $295,292, together accounting for nearly all
organizational spending. Operations remained lean at $34,069, or 5.5% of total expenses.
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Youth (Elementary & Early Childhood)
Approximately 7,000 participants duplicated
Programming included: visual arts, creative drama, Kids On The Block disability
awareness performances, & Dancing Classrooms

Middle School Students
Approximately 6,000 participants duplicated
Programs focused on: Dancing Classrooms, theatre and creative expression, &
visual arts

High School Students
Approximately 500 participants duplicated
Programming included: visual arts, dance and theatre, & programs supporting
students with disabilities

Adults Living with Disabilities
Approximately 2,500 participants duplicated
WhyArts continues to prioritize programming for adults with disabilities through
partnerships with service providers
Programs include: visual arts, theatre, music, & dance and movement

Older Adults
Approximately 4,700 participants duplicated
Movement and visual arts programs for older adults remain one of WhyArts’
fastest-growing areas.
Programs support: mobility and wellness, social connection, & creative
engagement

Dancing Classrooms
Approximately 3,400 participants duplicated
Dancing Classrooms remains a major component of WhyArts programming,
reaching students across multiple schools and grade levels
Program teaches: ballroom dance, confidence and self-respect, teamwork &
social skills

Through over 2,800 workshops and more than 35,000 participant engagements, WhyArts continues to demonstrate the
powerful role of the arts in fostering creativity and self-expression, social connection, confidence and personal growth, and
community inclusion for people of all abilities.
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75 North
Aksarben Senior Living
Autism Action Partnership
Q.U.E.E.N.S. Butterfly House
Centre Point
Collective for Youth
Council Bluffs Community Schools
Down Syndrome Alliance
DUET 
Gotta Be Me
Hillcrest Mable Rose
Hope Foundation
Immanuel Arboretum Village
Immanuel Assisted Living
Immanuel Courtyard
Immanuel Graceview Courtyard
Immanuel Grand Lodge
Immanuel Lakeside Assisted Living
Immanuel Lakeside Independent Living
Immanuel Lakeside Memory Care
Immanuel Lighthouse
Immanuel Newport House
Immanuel PACE
Immanuel Pacific Springs
Immanuel The Landing
Immanuel Thrive Wellness

Immanuel Trinity Village
Immanuel Village
LaVista Senior Center
Marquis Place at Elkhorn
Midland University
Millard Public Schools
MOSAIC
Munroe Meyer Institute
Nelson Mandela Elementary School
New Visions Homeless Services
Northstar Foundation
Omaha Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Omaha Public Schools
Omaha Community Playhouse
Ollie Webb, Inc.
Ovation Heartwood Preserve
RADIUS
Ralston High School
Samuel Bak Museum
Sheltering Tree: Benson, Bellevue, and
Shadow Lake locations
Southview Heights Assisted Living
St. Joseph Tower
University of Nebraska at Omaha
VODEC
Westside Community Schools
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WhyArts provides access to inclusive arts education and experiences
for historically marginalized and underserved communities by creating
strategic partnerships that connect professional teaching artists with
community organizations.

WhyArts, Inc.
6001 Dodge St  CEC 126-E  Omaha, NE 68182

info@whyartsinc.org

whyartsinc.org

Phone or text: 501.436.ARTS (2787)
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